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POSITIVE GUIDANCE POLICY

The Centre aims to provide an environment that is playful and positive.  Educators foster relationships with children that are founded on connections through listening.

Guidelines

· Educators will aim to provide an environment in which children feel safe, valued connected, respected and listened to.

· Educators are aware that environment, routines, separation and past tensions are  factors that affect children’s behaviour and these factors are documented in:

· Room programs

· Listening to children files

· Health files
· Enrolment forms 
· A well planned curriculum with developmentally appropriate activities keep children stimulated, busy and challenged, physically, mentally and emotionally, this supports educators to interact positively with individual children.

· Educators show sensitivity and understanding toward families, child development and cultural diversities.

· To support children’s fears and frustrations and other emotional tensions educators use a variety of Listening To Children (LTC) tools and observational techniques.

· Educators and families work together to support each child.

· Educators acknowledge the uniqueness/individuality of each child and set up an environment in which children can develop skills, is within in their developmental range, that is challenging but non-threatening, and promotes achievement.

· Educators are aware of and use guidance techniques to maintain and encourage positive behaviour through special time, play listening, setting limits and stay listening.

· Professional support is available to guide educators and families through in-house training, workshops and support groups.

POSITIVE GUIDANCE POLICY

Positive Guidance Techniques 

for Educators, Students and Volunteers

Listening To Children strategies are currently being implemented by educators to maximize positive interactions.
SPECIAL TIME
The adult pays focussed attention to a child for a given amount of time during which the child leads the interaction (within the bounds of safety and reason).  This strategy is deeply encouraging to children, building confidence and connection.

PLAYLISTENING
A strategy that adults can use to address children’s behaviour when it goes off track.  Fun and role reversal all build children’s confidence.  Laughter defuses the tension that drives ‘off track’ behaviour.

SETTING LIMITS
At the same time as taking responsibility to stop unreasonable behaviour, the adult sets limits in a way that does not blame, isolate or otherwise hurt the child, this helps the child back on track, as well as rebuilding a frayed connection.

STAYLISTENING
An adult ‘stays listening’ to a child who is expressing strong feelings that have clouded the child’s judgement. This is a way of staying with a limit, or responding to an upset, without using punishment or harshness, instead, building or rebuilding connection.

(We have taken out the four behaviour guidance management
 techniques and added the four LTC strategies.)

CONFIDENTIALITY

All matters concerning positive guidance strategies

remains between families, Centre educator’s and professional support.

References:
Listening To Children pamphlet, Community Transformations Inc.

Quality Improvement & Accreditation System Quality Practices Guide, Quality Area 1 Staff Relationships with children and peers.

LTC training with Ann Hefferan from Community Transformations. (In 2006 we received funding from the Minister Education Children’s Services to undergo)
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