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IMMUNISATION/EXCLUSION POLICY AND PROCEDURE

The centre actively encourages the immunisation of staff and children and follows recommended exclusion procedures
Guidelines for Children

· Families will be advised of appropriate immunisation information as it becomes available.

· Families will be provided with current immunisation schedules (attached).

· The centre will endeavour to seek the co-operation of families to maintain and update immunisation records for each child.

· In the event of an outbreak of any communicable disease parents will be notified by:
·   Placing copies of fact sheets on the main entrance door and room doors of the Centre. 

·   Contact families that are on the “Illness Register” located in the Staying Healthy in Childcare folder.

· Children who are not immunised may have to be excluded from the centre during outbreaks of some infectious diseases as per Quality Improvement and Accreditation System Quality Practices Guide, Quality Area 6.6 and Staying Healthy in Childcare Part 1 – Preventing Infectious Diseases.
· Information on Immunisation will be supplied to families in home languages as required from: www.immunise.health.gov.au 

Guidelines for educators
· All educators will be provided with copies of the National Health and Medical Research Council (NHMRC) guidelines.
· Educators are encouraged to keep immunizations up to date.

· All educators are encouraged to have the following immunizations; Tetanus, Diptheria, Mumps, Measles, Polio, Rubella, Hepatitis A & B, Chicken Pox, other vaccination preventable hep strains and future relevant immunizations.
Exclusion Procedures
Definition of Exclusion

Sometimes, children and adults need to be away from the Centre for the safety of others.  This is called exclusion.  The exclusion period is the minimum period to be away from the Centre*.  Recommended exclusion periods are based on the time that a person with a specific disease or condition might be infectious to others.

In the event of a Child or Staff member becoming ill:
· Isolate Child or Staff person if considered infectious

· Consult with Director, or other Staff as appropriate

· Refer to Staying Healthy in Childcare Handbook

· Ring parent to take child to a Doctor for diagnosis

# the term educator includes employees, students and volunteers
* Attachment 1 – Recommended minimum exclusion periods for infectious condition for schools, pre-schools and child care centres.
* Attachment 2 – National Immunisation Program Schedule

References:

Quality Improvement and Accreditation System Quality Practices Guide 
Staying Healthy in Childcare current edition
National Immunisation Register

Health Commission SA

Communicable Diseases Control Branch

City of Onkaparinga  
The Australian Immunisation Handbook 7th Edition
Licensee’s Handbook (A Guide to Children’s Services (Child Care Centre) Regulations 1998) Part Eight, Health and Safety, Infectious Diseases (Page 9)

www.immunise.health.gov.au
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